




















City of Yellowknife
Zoning By-law No. 4404

BZ 249

Schedule 2 - Sign Regulations

1. Purpose of Regulations

To provide standards for signs, specifically the location,
number, size and character of signage in relation to their

surroundings.

2. Definitions

In this By-law, unless the context requires otherwise:

“advertisement”

“architectural
projection”

“area of a sign

“awning”

“billboard”

means any word, letter, model, picture,
symbol, device or representation,
whether illuminated or not, 1iIn the
nature of and employed wholly, or 1in
part, for the purpose of advertisement,
announcement or direction;

means any projection which is not
intended for occupancy and which
extends beyond the face of an exterior
wall of a building but does not include
signs;

means the entire surface area of the
sign upon which copy could be placed.
In calculating sign area, only that
face or fTaces of a sign which can be
seen from any one direction at one time
shall be counted;

means a projection supported solely
from the building, constructed with a
fabric or plastic skin stretched over a
frame used for shelter from the
weather;

means a sign directing attention to a
business, commodity, service or
entertainment conducted, sold, or
offered elsewhere than upon the site
where the sign is located;
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“business frontage”

“Canopy 77

“canopy sign”’

“community sign”

means any side of a site or building
which faces a road, lane, or parking
area;

means a projection outward from the
face of a building constructed as an
integral part of the building,
primarily designed to provide shelter
from the weather;

means a sign attached to canopy;

means a sign containing advertisement
which provides direction to or
information on community or quasi-
public facilities or short-term events
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“fascia sign”

“free-standing sign”

“free-standing
portable sign”

“identification sign”

“marquee sign”’

“merchandising aid"

“on-site
advertisement”

“off-site
advertisement”

means a sign placed flat and parallel
for i1ts whole length to the face of the
building so that no part projects more
than 30 centimetres from the building
to which i1t 1s attached;

means a sign supported by one or more
columns permanently attached to the
ground and which 1s not connected in
any way to any building or other
structure;

means a sign on a standard or column
fixed to its own self-contained base
and capable of being moved manually;

means a sign which contains no
advertisement but 1is limited to the
name, address and number of a building,
institution or person and the activity
carried on in the building or
institution or the occupation of the
person, and is placed on the premises
which it identifies;

means a solid projection extending
horizontally from the front of a
building between the first and second
stories thereof;

means a device for the display and/or
sale of merchandise and related
advertising material;

means a sign which relates to a
business, commodity, service or
entertainment conducted, sold or
offered on the site where the sign 1is
located;

means a sign which relates to a
business, commodity, service or
entertainment conducted, sold or
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offered elsewhere than upon the site
where the sign is located;

“projecting sign” means a sign which 1is attached to a

building or structure so that part of
the sign projects more than 30
centimetres from the business frontage
of the buirlding or structure;

“roof sign” means a sign that 1i1s erected on or

above the roof or parapet wall of a
building and which is wholly or
partially supported by the said
building;
7 means any structure, device or light
used to identify, advertise or attract
attention to any object, place,
product, activity, person, iInstitution,
organization, firm, group, commodity,
profession, enterprise, industry or
business and which 1s iIntended to be
seen from off the premises or from a
parking lot;

3. Exemptions

The following shall be exempted from the provisions of
these regulations:

a.

Advertisements displayed on enclosed land where they
are not readily visible to the public.

Advertisements displayed within a building.

Advertisements displayed in or on an operational
vehicle.

Advertisements displayed on door plates, door bars or
kick plates.
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4. Permitted Development

The following advertisements are permitted without an
application for a development permit, but such
advertisements shall be subject to all other orders, by-
laws and regulations affecting such advertisements:

a. Statutory and official notices and functional
advertisements of local authorities and public
transport undertakers;

b. Traffic and directional signs authorized by the City;

C. Notices of identification iIn respect of the land or
buildings on which they are displayed, and
professional business and trade name plates relating
to the occupants of the land or building on which they
are displayed, provided that:

i. each notice or name plate shall not exceed 0.25
square metres in area; and

there shall be a limit of one notice for each
occupant or each Tfirm or company represented
within the building, at one entrance on each
different street;

d. Notices relating to the sale, lease or rental of the
building or land to which they are attached, provided
that:

i the notices shall not be illuminated;

ii. each notice shall not exceed one square metre in
area; and

. there shall be a limit of one notice for each
side of the Iland or building on a different
street;

e. Posters relating specifically to a pending election,
provided that such posters and any supporting
mechanisms, structures or devices shall be removed
within 7 days after the election;
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Notices on land or structures used for religious,
educational, cultural, recreational, medical or
similar public or quasi-public purposes, and related
to the use or occupants of the land or structures on
which they are displayed, provided that:

i. each notice shall not exceed two square metres in
area; and

there shall be a limit of one notice for each
side of the land or structure on a different
street;

Advertisements of building contractors relating to
construction 1iIn progress on the land on which such
advertisements are erected, provided that:

i such advertisements shall be removed within 14
days of occupancy; and

such advertisements shall be limited In size to a
maximum of seven square metres, and In number to
one advertisement for each boundary of the
property under construction which fronts onto a
public street; and

Fascia Signs whose surface area is less than twenty-
five percent (25%) of the ground floor frontage area on
the side of the structure to which the Sign is to be
attached.

5. Details of Application

a.

Applications for a Development Permit for a sign shall
be made to the Development Officer along with two
scaled copies of drawings indicating:

i the location of the sign by elevation drawing or
site plan;

the overall dimensions of the sign;

. size of the letter or letters;
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iv. the amount of projection from the face of the
building;

V. the amount of projection over public property;

vi. the height of the sign above a public street or
sidewalk or the height above the average ground
level at the face of the building; and

vii. the manner of illuminating the sign.

6. General Provisions

a.

For the purposes of this By-law, all signs shall be
considered as Accessory Uses.

All proposed signs shall require a Development Permit
except for those listed In clauses 3 and 4 of this
Schedule.

All proposed signs shall be permitted only in non-
residential zones except for those listed in clauses 3
and 4 of this Schedule.

Billboards are not permitted, except with the
agreement or consent of Council.

Sandwich board type or “A” board signs are not
permitted on City sidewalks, boulevards or center
medians.

Signs shall not be attached to a fence, pole, tree or
any other object In a public street or place.

Signs shall not be attached to or stand on the ground
in any public street or place.

Signs shall not be located so as to obstruct free and
clear vision of vehicular traffic, or Ilocated where
they may interfere with, or be confused with, any
authorized traffic sign, signal or device.
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Il1lumination of signs will be considered according to
the merits of each individual application. Due regard
shall be given to the amenities of the district and to
possible interference with traffic signal lights and
signs.

7. Awning Signs

a. Awning advertisement shall be tightly stretched over a
rigid metal frame iIn order to prevent sagging and to
minimize snow and dirt accumulation.

b. No part of an awning shall project over any public
lands employed in the movement of vehicular traffic.

C. No part of an awning shall be less than 2.5 metres
above sidewalk level.

8. Fascia Signs

In all non-residential zones, fascia signs shall be erected
so that they:

a. do not project more than one metre above the top of
the vertical face of the wall to which they are
attached;

b. are located on the business frontage, and;

C. shall not be less than 2.5 metres above ground or
sidewalk grade.

9. Marquee and Canopy Signs

Marquee and canopy signs shall be considered as fTascia
signs and shall be subject to the provisions of clause 8 of
this Schedule, provided that:

a.

they shall be attached to the edge of the marquee or
canopy; and

no portion of the sign shall project below the bottom
edge or more than one metre above the top of the
marquee and canopy .
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10. Roof Signs

a.

Roof signs shall not exceed the height above a roof
equal to the average height of the elevation of the
building upon which the sign is located, however, 1iIn
no case shall a roof sign exceed 5 metres in height
from the top of the building facade to the top of the
sign.

No roof sign shall exceed 25 square metres 1iIn area,
and;

No roof sign shall project beyond any portion of the
exterior walls of any building, nor shall the roof
sign exceed the maximum height in the zone where they
are to be sited.

11. Projecting Signs

a.

For building frontages located less than six metres
from the property line, only one projecting sign may
be erected per business frontage.

No part of a projecting sign shall:

i. extend more than two metres above the parapet of
the building;

extend more than two metres from the face of the
building;

. be less than three metres above ground or
sidewalk grade, and;

iv. make use of any type of visible framework or
supporting device.

Projecting signs shall be placed at right angles to
the building face to which they are attached; except
when they are located at the corner of the building at
which time the sign shall be placed at equal angles to
the building faces that form the corner.
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12. Free-standing Signs
a. No free-standing signs shall project beyond a property
line.
b. Only one free-standing sign shall be allowed upon each
site.
C. The height of a free standing sign shall not exceed 8
metres.
d. No free standing sign shall exceed 25 square metres in
area.
13. Free Standing Portable Signs
a. No portable signs shall exceed 10 square metres in
area.
b. Portable signs shall not be placed on City owned
property, except with the consent or agreement of
Council.
C. Only one portable sign shall be permitted on each
site.
14. Community Signs

a.

Community signs may be located as either “on-site” or
“off-site” advertising. Community signs whether
located on either public or private lands shall:

i Be adjacent to either a local collector or
arterial road;

Have their copy face onto the local collector or
arterial road;

Be compatible with the general architectural
lines and forms of nearby buildings and the
character of the streetscape or area within which
it is located, and, as far as possible, shall not
compromise the natural lines and forms of nearby
development;
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15.

16.

iv. Not exceed the maximum height allowed in the zone
where they will be sited;

V. Not be lit by flashing, animated of iIntermittent
source(s) of light but may be illuminated by a
constant source(s) of light;

vi. Not adversely affect neighbouring properties
through their lighting or orientation; and

vii. Be separated from other community signs by a
minimum of fifty (50) metres.

Variance

Where it 1is deemed that a particular sign will neither
detract from the appearance of a structure or
neighbourhood, nor interfere with traffic, the Planning
Administrator may allow a variance from the regulations in
this Schedule, having due regard to the general intent
thereof.

Removal of signs

When a sign no longer fulfills i1ts function under the terms
of an approved Development Permit, a Development Officer
may order the removal of such a sign, and the lawful owner
of the sign or, where applicable, the property owner,
shall:

a. remove the sign and all related structural components
within no more than 30 days from the date of receipt
of the notice;

b. restore the Immediate area around the sign, including
the ground or any structure to which the sign was
attached, as close as possible to i1ts original form
prior to the installation of the sign; and

C. bear all the costs related to such removal and
restoration.
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Schedule 3 - Compliance Certificate

1. For the purposes of this Schedule, COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE
means a document which may be 1issued by a Development
Officer, upon written request and upon payment of the
required fee, indicating that a building located on a site
i1s located iIn accordance with the regulations of this By-
law and the yards specified in Development Permits which
may have been issued for the site. A Compliance Certificate
shall not operate as a Development Permit nor shall it
approve any variance to the yard regulations of this By-law
not previously approved.

2. Where any development has taken place in conformance with a
Development Permit, and the conditions, if any, attached to
the permit have been TfTully complied with, a Development
Officer may, if requested, issue a Certificate of
Compliance stating that the completed development conforms
to the requirements of this By-law.

3. Every request for a Certificate of Compliance shall be 1in
writing and shall include sufficient iInformation to
determine conformance with this By-law, including;

e Legal description and property address;

e Use and occupancy of all parts of the lot and
buildings;

e Signature of the registered owner or authorized
agent;

e The applicable application fee as set out in
accordance with By-law No. 4436 or any successor
by-law.

e A Real Property Report prepared by a Canada Land
Surveyor, in duplicate at an appropriate metric
scale, showing details of development and the
relation to property boundaries so that
compliance with regulations may be determined.

4. Where a Real Property Report submitted Is In excess on one
year old, an Affidavit or Statutory Declaration must be
submitted stating the accuracy of the survey as
representative of the current situation on the property,
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and that there are no changes since the date of the
original survey.

5. A Development Officer shall not approve an application for
a Certificate of Compliance 1f necessary details of the
development have not been included with the application.
The application shall be deemed not to be complete until
all required information has been submitted.

6. Where a request fTor a Certificate of Compliance 1is
approved, the Real Property Report will be stamped as
complying and a Letter of Compliance will be issued, The
Certificate of Compliance 1i1s issued solely on the
information shown on the Real Property Report and on the
information contained iIn the Tfiles of the Planning and
Lands Division.
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Schedule 4 - Fees

Repealed by Fees and Charges By-law No. 4436

Page 217



Schedule 5 - Zoning Diagrams
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